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poor and still provides the quality of medi-
cal care that would be decimated if we turn
to the Government to do it all.

Well, you know that we’ve tried to get
things through Congress. Now I’m going
to take this fight to every corner of the
Nation and make the case not just to reelect
me, not just to reelect the Bush-Quayle
ticket but to give Congress back to the peo-
ple. You heard it here today: The House
has remained under the same control since
Khrushchev ruled the Kremlin and since
Castro’s coup in Cuba. And today, the status
quo is under siege. The only way to break
the deadlock in Washington is to clear out
the deadwood on Capitol Hill. I’m going
to do what Harry Truman did, take that
case to the American people for a Novem-
ber decision.

Now, let me close with just a few words
to my friends here in Houston and others
from across this country. We’ve been talking
about it, and for Barbara and me this week
is bound to have a very special meaning.
This is our last big convention, last time,
you might say, around the track. It is great
to come back home to Texas, come home
to where it really began for us in a political
sense.

I remember back in 1948 traveling out
there when Bar and I were living in Odessa
and then in Midland, traveling out across
the plains to towns like Wink and Notrees
and Andrews and Kermit and Crane, towns
where parents worried and watched when
the kid crossed the street; towns that sent
their kids halfway around the world to fight
for freedom, to the DMZ or to Da Nang
or, yes, to Desert Storm. I remember the
rhythms of that part of our country, the
rhythms of west Texas: Friday night foot-
ball, Saturday night picnics, the Sunday ser-

mon. Barbara and I raised a family, built
a business, and we made friends. We shared
the small triumphs and the sorrows. As my
good friend Dan Jenkins—you remember
Dan the Hornfrog Man, the T.C.U. writ-
er—he put it this way, ‘‘We lived life its
own self.’’ I remember, when the work was
done, how we sat around the table late at
night, and we talked: report cards, school-
yard fights, small things, big dreams.

I was not born in Texas, but in Texas
48 years ago, whatever it was, 44 years ago,
I came of age. The lessons that Barbara
and I learned here are the lessons that we
have tried to live by. The friends that we
made here and throughout our lives are
the friends who are in this room, some from
Texas, some elsewhere, every one of whom
we owe a vote of gratitude to, the friends
who have stood by us when times are great
and when times are tough.

Now we are about to embark on the fight
of our life and the fight to keep the Amer-
ican dream alive but keeping faith in peo-
ple. I look forward to this fight. I can feel
it. I can feel it building in my blood. One
thing that is the most comfort is that
through good times and bad, I have had
you at my side. And we want to thank you
for this fantastic show of support.

May God bless this great Nation of ours.
Thank you for our many blessings, and may
God bless the United States of America.
Thank you very, very much. Thank you all.
Thank you so very much.

Note: The President spoke at 2 p.m. at the
George R. Brown Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Lodwrick M. Cook, chairman
of the luncheon, and Senator Phil Gramm
of Texas.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on Possible Changes in the
Cabinet
August 19, 1992

President Bush yesterday commented in
a PBS interview that there would undoubt-
edly be changes in the Cabinet in the sec-

ond term. He said this would be a normal
situation historically, and he did not refer
to any specific individual. The Presi-
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dent believes his Cabinet is doing an excel-
lent job.

The President called Jack Kemp, Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development,
this morning to congratulate him on his
speech to the convention and to express

his concern about Jack being singled out
by the Houston Post this morning as depart-
ing from the Cabinet. The President as-
sured Jack that he was referring only to
the routine departure of Cabinet members
that historically occurs in a second term.

Nomination of James Michael Reum To Be a Member of the
Securities and Exchange Commission
August 19, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate James Michael Reum, of
Illinois, to be a member of the Securities
and Exchange Commission for the term ex-
piring June 5, 1997. He would succeed Ed-
ward H. Fleischman.

Since 1979, Mr. Reum has served as a
partner in the law firm of Hopkins & Sutter
in Chicago, IL. He has also served as associ-
ate Republican counsel for the Committee
on the Judiciary in the U.S. House of Rep-

resentatives, 1974. From 1973 to 1974 and
1974 to 1978, he served as a corporate law-
yer with the firm of Davis Polk & Wardwell.

Mr. Reum graduated from Harvard Col-
lege (B.A., 1968) and Harvard Law School
(J.D., 1972). He also served in the U.S.
Army Reserves/National Guard, 1969–75.
He was born November 1, 1946, in Oak
Park, IL. Mr. Reum currently resides in
Chicago, IL.

Remarks at a Prayer Breakfast in Houston
August 20, 1992

Thank you very much, Mary Lou. For
heaven sakes, that was just wonderful, and
thank you for that wonderful introduction.

Let me repeat what I said last week to
the 1992——

[At this point, audience members interrupted
the President’s remarks.]

I apologize to those who have put to-
gether this ecumenical, lovely prayer break-
fast, but you just can’t control things like
this. I hope you understand. I certainly do.

I was saying that I salute Mary Lou and
thank her. Let me repeat what I said last
week to the 1992 summer Olympic team
when they came to the White House.
Whether they won a gold, silver, or bronze
medal, or simply gave their best, they are
all heroes in the eyes of each American.

I also want to salute my friend and run-
ning mate, Vice President Dan Quayle.

Ninfa said it all; my friend Ninfa said it
all: first-class.

May I salute the Mayor. And fellow Tex-
ans and Americans, I’m delighted to address
this ecumenical prayer breakfast on this
great occasion. You see, breakfast speeches
are always my favorite. I figure it’s the one
meal where broccoli is never served.
[Laughter]

Let me first salute that marvelous choir
behind us. Think of it: a 40-piece orchestra;
85 singers from the Houston Children’s
Choir, too; our adult choir, members of 40
area congregations, 1,200 voices; and then,
of course, there was Alan Green, football
player, ‘‘A’’ student, Rice graduate, and
magnificent musician. Believe me, as one
who works in the divisive world of politics,
it’s amazing to hear that many voices raised
in unison on anything.

As you know, we meet on a special day.
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